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Morrow County
Crime Victim Services

Richelle Ettel

Director of  Crime Victim Services

Mary Kelty Abbey Larson

Victims of  Crime Advocate Victims of  Crime Advocate 

Richelle Ettel

Director of  
Crime Victim 

Services

• Richelle came to the Morrow County Prosecutor’s
Crime Victim Services Office in August of  2024.
Richelle has completed her Master’s of  Science
Degree in Criminal Justice with a concentration in
Justice Administration from Tiffin University in
2015. Richelle has worked in the criminal justice
field for over 12 years, being a part of  Morrow &
Knox County Juvenile Probation Departments,
and as a Juvenile Parole Officer for the State of
Ohio. Richelle has been trained in Evidence
Based Practices, Cognitive Based and Trauma
Informed Therapies, taught Cognitive Behavioral
Classes, trained staff  on best/most effective use
of  evidence-based practices with clients, as well as
being Adult Guardianship and Guardian Ad
Litem certified.
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Who was Marsy Nicholas?

Marsalee (Marsy) Ann Nicholas was born on March 6, 1962, in 
Cincinnati, Ohio
Marsy was completing her education at UCSB. It was prior to her 
graduation, on November 30, 1983, that Marsy was stalked and 
murdered by her ex-boyfriend. She was 21 years old.
Only one week after her murder and on the way home from the 
funeral service, Marsy’s family stopped at a market to pick up a loaf of 
bread. It was there, in the checkout line, that Marsy’s mother, 
Marcella, was confronted by her daughter’s murderer. Having received 
no notification from the judicial system, the family had no idea he had 
been released on bail mere days after Marsy’s murder.
It took two years for Marsy’s murderer to finally be brought to justice.

What is 
Marsy’s 

Law?

Marsy's Law is designed to give victims a voice. 
The victim, victim's representative, and victim's 
attorney have the right to be heard orally, in 
writing, or both, at any public proceeding other 
than a grand jury proceeding, in which any right 
of  the victim is implicated.

Marsy’s Law ensures that victims of  violent 
crime have the same co-equal rights as the 
accused and convicted – nothing more, nothing 
less.
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Constitutional 
Amendment

Marsy’s Law was passed during the November 2017 election

The law was passed at 83% to 17%

House Bill 343 -
Passed House 90 to 1
Passed Senate 32 to 0

Over $10 Million was raised in support of  this amendment

Ohio was the 6th State to adopt Marsy’s Law

Signed by the Governor on January 5th, Effective April 6th, 2023

What Do 
Victims 

Look Like?

Effectively Working with Victims and Marsy's Law - Page 3



Victim Definitions 

A Victim of  Crime - is defined as a person 
who has suffered harm, including physical, 

mental, or emotional harm, or economic loss, as 
a direct result of  a criminal offense. This 

includes individuals who experience substantial 
impairment of  their fundamental rights due to 

acts that constitute crimes. 

A Victim Representative - is defined as a 
person or persons designated by the victim 
to act on their behalf  in legal matters or to 
represent them in various proceedings. This 
can include immediate family members such 

as spouses, parents, or children, or other 
relatives, or individuals who have had a close 

personal relationship with the victim. In 
cases where the victim is deceased, 

incapacitated, or under 18 years old, the 
victim representative may be a spouse, 
parent, child, sibling, or another family 
member, or someone designated by the 

court.

Who is Considered a Victim?

Proximal Victim
• Refers to an individual who is directly 

affected by a criminal act, such as assault 
or robbery. They experience immediate 
harm, including physical injury, emotional 
trauma, and financial loss. Understanding 
the concept of  proximal victims is 
essential in examining victim typologies 
and their unique challenges, as they often 
face significant emotional and 
psychological impacts following a crime. 

Distal Victim 
• A distal victim refers to individuals who 

are affected by a crime in a more remote 
way, such as the community as a whole. 
This term is used in the context of  
victimology to describe the broader 
impacts of  a crime on society, rather than 
the direct victims themselves. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H
1DUFZ4Fnd8

Audrie and Daisy 
The documentary includes the stories of  two American high school students, Audrie Pott of  
Saratoga, California, and Daisy Coleman of  Maryville, Missouri, who were each victims of  
separate sexual assaults. At the time of  their respective assaults, Pott was 15 and Coleman was 
14 years old. After the assaults, the victims and their families were subjected to abuse and 
cyberbullying.

The documentary follows their outcomes through time, social media, court documents, and 
police investigations. For over two years, the filmmakers filmed Daisy Coleman and 
members of  her family as they faced both the trauma of  Daisy's assault and the hostile 
reaction of  their community. The film also features Maryville sheriff  Darren White and 
Maryville mayor Jim Fall, with the sheriff  saying: “Girls have as much culpability” in cases 
like Daisy's.

Audrie Pott died by suicide in 2012, nine days after the sexual assault.

On August 4, 2020, Daisy Coleman also died by suicide after years of  
fighting depression and trauma. She was 23 years old. Four months 
later, Coleman's mother, Melinda, also died by suicide.

Iceberg Theory 

The iceberg theory in life, as coined 
by Ernest Hemingway, suggests that 
much of  what we perceive is only a 
small part of  the truth. In life, this 
could refer to the vast majority of  
our experiences and emotions that 
are not immediately visible or 
known to us. The iceberg metaphor 
implies that we often overlook the 
deeper, more significant aspects of  
our lives. 
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Who Are We?

• In our program, we strive to empower our community to 
restore lives impacted by crisis, violence, and tragedy. Our 
goal is to help individuals and families each year through crisis 
intervention, advocacy, and connecting victims and their 
families with local professionals in the community who can 
assist them.

• We want to support dignity and compassion for those harmed 
by crime and crisis.

Empowering Survivors, One Day At A Time. 

What 
Do We 

Do?

Crime Victim Services works in 
partnerships to make a positive difference 
in the lives of  crime victims, by affording 
them meaningful participation throughout 
the Ohio criminal justice process.

Crime Victim Services provides assistance 
to victims and witnesses of  serious crime 
while they are involved with the criminal 
justice system. Advocates will also help 
victims understand how the criminal justice 
system works and assist with restitution 
and wraparound services.

Effectively Working with Victims and Marsy's Law - Page 6



Client Rights

• Clients have the right to reasonable notice, to be present and 
heard at all court proceedings, to be informed of the release 
of the offender, to offer input on negotiated pleas, to a 
prompt conclusion of their case, and to restitution for 
economic losses resulting from the criminal offense or 
delinquent act. Some rights are automatic; some must be 
requested to be exercised.

• Clients will be treated with fairness and respect for his or her 
privacy and dignity, and to be free from intimidation, 
harassment, and abuse, throughout the criminal or juvenile 
justice process. Clients have the right to be reasonably 
protected from the defendant and persons acting on behalf 
of the defendant.

Why do we need a Victims Rights 
Form?

•Victim rights forms are essential tools for victims of  crime to exercise their 
constitutional rights. These forms are designed to ensure that victims are informed 
about their rights and can request the protections they need during the criminal justice 
process. The forms are not public records and are provided by law enforcement or the 
Ohio Attorney General’s Office Crime Victim Services. Victims can choose to exercise 
all, some, or none of  their rights, and they can change their mind at any time about 
which rights they choose to exercise. It is crucial for victims to keep their information 
updated with the criminal justice officials working on their case. 
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Information for Judges

• Judges need to be aware of  the rights and protections provided under Marsy's 
Law to ensure that victims are treated fairly and respectfully throughout the 
criminal justice process. They must be informed of  these rights and be able to 
recognize when they have been violated. Additionally, judges should be aware of  
the procedures established to protect these rights and ensure that victims are not 
subjected to unnecessary delays or unreasonable treatment. 

• The court should allow a 10-day period between hearings, if  possible 
and exceptions do apply, for proper victim notification.
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Who is Involved?

Parents/Families Victims Law Enforcement Job and Family 
Services Courts

Victim Services Probation Parole County 
Services/Resources

Morrow County Victim Contact Procedures

• When victim forms are received, we 
make contact via phone, or email, as soon 
as possible.

•24-hour contact made with any 
victims/victim's family that are involved in 
a violent crime.

• Follow-up letters with time and dates of  
the next scheduled event.

• Follow-up calls after each hearing with 
an update to the victim if  they are not 
present at the hearing.

•Field visit to meet the victim in their 
space if  needed.

Participate in “Quick Contacts” –

Officers are to call the victim  
advocate that is on call to discuss the 
current situation.

Text/email the victims 
information to the assigned advocate to 
make contact within 24 –hours -

Name
Address
Phone Number
Defendant
Charge

Advocates who are on call, 
and depending on the 
situation, are going to be 
responding to scenes as 
needed:

Hospitals
Homes
Police Departments, etc.
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Civil Protection Orders
•A civil protection order (CPO) is a legal order issued by a court to protect 
individuals from harassment, domestic violence, stalking, or other forms of  
abuse. It allows victims to seek relief  from their abusers by prohibiting 
them from contacting or coming near the victim. CPOs are designed to 
hold abusers accountable and provide a legal framework for victims to 
ensure their safety. These orders can be in effect up until 5 years. 

1st Violation – Misdemeanor Charge

2nd Violation – Felony Charge

No Contact Orders

• No-contact orders are legal directives issued by a court that forbid an individual from 
having any communication or physical proximity with another person. These orders 
are often used in criminal cases to maintain safety and prevent further contact 
between parties involved in a dispute or crime. 

No Contact Orders are in effect until the 
conclusion of  the case. Once the case is closed, 
the no contact order is no longer in effect.
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Advocate 
Education

• All Morrow County Victim Advocates will be certified 
through the Summit Victim Assistance Academy in 
Akron, Ohio.

• The Essentials of Victim Advocacy Program is a 
nationally approved comprehensive in-person and 
online training offered four times a year in the State of 
Ohio. Essentials is designed to offer trauma-informed 
knowledge and skills to individuals serving survivors of 
crime and other traumatic events in our communities. 
Participants who complete the course, may apply to 
become a National Credentialed Advocate through 
the National Organization for Victim Assistance 
(NOVA).

• This 44-hour comprehensive course will equip 
attendees to use the (NOVA) crisis intervention model, 
and learned skills, to assist individuals impacted by 
crime, victimization, or other traumatic events.

Importance of  Advocacy

Advocacy seeks to ensure that all people in society are able to: 

• Have their voice heard on issues that are important to them

• Protect and promote their rights

• Have their views and wishes genuinely considered when 
decisions are being made about their lives

Advocacy is a process of supporting and enabling people to:

• Express their views, thoughts and concerns

• Access information, advice and guidance

• Explore choices and options for services and care
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Morrow County 
Deputy Killed 

While Responding 
to a Domestic 
Violence Call

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=GUaW0OzvSi4
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How Can We Help?

• Notification of  all upcoming court 
hearings, and updates on any status 
changes.

• Accompanied to all court hearings.

• Answer any questions about the 
criminal justice/court process.

• Assist with Victim Impact 
Statements, Financial Forms and 
restitution if  applicable. 

• Provide a liaison between the 
victim and the Prosecutor's Office, 
Probation Office and the Court.

• Referrals to community agencies 
for assistance.

• Assistance in filing Civil Protection 
Orders and Temporary Protection 
Orders.

• Additional services and supports as 
needed. 

Let's Get the Conversation Started!

Bridging the gaps between 
agencies:

Law Enforcement
Court
Probation
Job and Family 
Servies
Local Resources

Be open to tough 
conversations

Bring ideas to the table

Listen!

Form your team

Make professional/personal 
connections

Find common ground

Take one step at a 
time

Build relationships
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Community 
Connections
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Motivation and support comes in many 
forms, including a cold nose and warm heart!

Morrow County

Prosecutor’s Office

Facility Dog

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
https://helplinedelmor.org/
https://www.ocvjc.org/marsys-law-summary
https://oh.marsyslaw.us/
https://canine.org/
https://courthousedogs.org/podcast/
https://www.morrowcountyfair.org/
https://morrowcountysheriff.com/
https://www.mountgilead.net/police.htm
http://www.cardington.org/
https://statepatrol.ohio.gov/

Resources
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Morrow County 
Prosecutor

Contact

Andrew Wick 

Morrow County Prosecutor

(419) 947 – 5515  EXT:   3319

andrew.wick@morrowcountyohio.gov
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