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FACULTY BIOGRAPHIES  

 
MARBELLA CÁCERES is the Assistant Director and Statewide Accessibility Director  
for the Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities (OCECD). As 
Statewide Accessibility Director, she provides current information, resources, 
guidance, and answers to questions to support OCECD’s staff of Information 
Specialists/trainers. She also assists families with language accessibility needs across 
Ohio throu gh trainings regarding special education for parents and professionals, 
and individual assistance to those with Limited English proficiency and parents 
across the state. In ad dition, Marbella oversees the coordination of OCECD’s 
empowerment groups for limited English proficiency parents of children with 
special needs, PLANEO and AMIGAS.  
 
Marbella has studied special education and participated in professional 
development courses offered by the Ohio Department of Education, Pacer Center, 
CADRE, OSEP, and other professional organizations. She has earned professional 
certificates from the Univ ersity of Wisconsin School of Continuing Education in 
Nonprofit Management: Board Relations, Grant Planning, Programming Impact, 
and Fundraising for Nonprofit Organizations.  
 
Marbella has received numerous recognitions and awards for her strong leadership 
in advancing the educational needs of children with disabilities in Ohio. Marbella is 
also a parent of a child with disabilities.  
 
AMY FREEMAN, M.Ed. holds a M.Ed. in Special Education and has worked over 45 
years in special education roles.   
Amy’s passion for her life’s work started when her mom helped organize the first 
school for children with Developmental Disabilities (DD) in her home county in 
Ohio. At age six, Amy’s brother, Andy, was one of the school’s first students. 
Beginning as a si bling of a brother who had Down Syndrome, and then becoming a 
mother of a daughter who had orthopedic differences, Amy has been connected to 
the importance of families advocating for their children.  
 
Amy currently is OCECD’s statewide transition -to-adulthood program coordinator. 
Her responsibilities include collaborating with other statewide agencies and local 
organizations to provide resources for post -secondary age youth and their families.  
 
Through Amy’s work with OCECD, she directed a 1:1 state -wide reading mentoring 
program for students with disabilities. Her work includes establishing partnerships 
with state and local juvenile justice centers, juvenile courts, local colleges & 
universities  for the mentoring program to be available to justice -involved youth 
reading below grade level.  
 
Amy has trained and supported families throughout Ohio to mentor their own 
children using 1:1 reading mentoring materials. This training includes working with 



parents/grandparents who are incarcerated so they can mentor their children in 
reading when they reenter their community. Amy also helped develop resources for 
parents/families who have children with disabilities placed in justice facilities.  
 
Amy was instrumental in introducing/implementing OCECD’s self -determination 
training for post -secondary age youth at the Ohio Department of Youth Services. For 
the past three years, OCECD has provided this training for youth.  
 
As a federal subject matter expert, Amy provided professional development support 
to a federal project designed to divert youth from becoming justice involved.  
 
Amy has worked as a special education teacher, as well as a superintendent, 
workshop director, behavior specialist, and habilitation specialist for DD programs. 
She also was a regional program consultant for the Ohio Department of DD. Amy 
has served on the  National Center on Improving Literacy’s advisory board.  
 
LISA HICKMAN, Ph.D., holds a Bachelor’s in Sociology from Otterbein University 
and a Masters and Ph.D. in Sociology from The Ohio State University. After graduate 
school, Lisa was a faculty member in the Department of Sociology at Grand Valley 
State University (GVSU in Michiga n) as an Assistant Professor, then Associate 
Professor, and additionally served as chair for the department. She taught courses 
and conducted research in the areas of education, children and families, and was at 
GVSU for over 11 years. Lisa moved back to O hio in 2017 began her work as the 
Research Specialist at the Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission, conducting 
research to help inform criminal justice policy in Ohio and left this role in 2019. Lisa 
has been the Executive Director for the Ohio Coalition for  the Education of 
Children with Disabilities (OCECD). OCECD is the federally funded Parent 
Training and Information Center (PTI) for Ohio. The work of all PTIs across the 
nation is articulated in IDEA law, Part D. As part of this charge, all staff receive 
education and training on federal laws (IDEA, 504, ADA, WIOA) and Ohio State 
Operating Standards as well as regular, ongoing, professional development and 
training. OCECD has held a PTI grant for Ohio since 1984, and Lisa and the staff of 
OCECD carry out t his work supporting parents, families and caregivers of children 
and youth with disabilities and the professionals that serve them with passion, 
compassion, and diligence every day. She is the parent of two phenomenal children, 
including a child with disab ilities.  
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